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[The translation that is faithful to the spirit]
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The Gatha to Single-Heartedly Desire the Birth of Non-Birth in the Pure
Land on Upadesa of Sukhavati-vyiha authored by Vasubandhu Bodhisattva
expounds as follows: by virtue of the complexion of the True Guna, or the
sacred name of Amitabha (Amitayus), expounded in the Three Main
Scriptures of the Pure Land, we explicate this Gatha to Single-Heartedly
Desire the Birth of Non-Birth in the Pure Land on Upadesa of Sukhavati-
vyuha which praises the Purva-pranidhana, concisely summarizing the
immense reason expounded in the Three Main Scriptures of the Pure Land.
This corresponds to the Three Main Scriptures of the Pure Land preached by



Sékya-muni and the sacred name of True Guna as the dharma of Amitabha
(Amitayus), without the least difference.

Those who meditate and believe on the power of the Purva-pranidhana
of Amitabha (Amitayus) by manasi-kara (&) never fail to be redeemed from
remaining in the illusional life and death in vain. The illimitable oceanic
Guna of the sacred name of Amitabha (Amitayus) overbrims believers’ hearts
with eka-citta-utpada by dhamma-savana.

Moreover, long prose sentences of The Gatha to Single-Heartedly Desire
the Birth of Non-Birth in the Pure Land on Upadesa of Sukhavati-vyuha
expound as follows: Dharmakara practiced the Fivefold Paryaya of Smrti,
which is five types of practice for the birth of non-birth in the Pure Land of
Amitabha (Amitayus): 1. Worship of Amitabha (Amitayus), 2. Praise for
Amitabha (Amitayus), 3. Single-Hearted Desire for the Birth of Non-Birth in
the Pure Land of Amitabha (Amitayus), 4. Various Observation and
Cogitation of Guna in the Pure Land of Amitabha (Amitayus), 5. Offering All
One’s Attained Guna for the Birth of Non-Birth of All Other Creatures in the
Pure Land to Attain Buddhahood All Together. In the First, Second, Third
and Fourth Paryaya of Smrti in the Fivefold Paryaya of Smrti, which is five
types of practice for the birth of non-birth in the Pure Land of Amitabha
(Amitayus), Dharmakara practiced all carya and attained Gunpa for the
Buddhahood by oneself. Then in the Fifth Paryaya of Smrti in the Fivefold
Paryaya of Smrti, viz. offering all one’s attained Guna for the birth of non-
birth of all other creatures in the Pure Land to attain Buddhahood all together,
Dharmakara accomplished the power of carya altruistic for all sentient beings’
birth of non-birth by offering the Guna attained in the First, Second, Third
and Fourth Paryaya of Smrti. Dharmakara thus practiced the carya of the
Fivefold Paryaya of Smrti, cultivated Guna subjective and objective, and
promptly attained anuttara samyaksaMbodhiH, the Guna of Buddhata of
which is sealed in the sacred name of Amitabha (Amitayus) and provided to

sentient beings.
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Following the Sastra by Nagarjuna Bodhisattva, The Gatha to Single-
Heartedly Desire the Birth of Non-Birth in the Pure Land on Upadesa of
Sukhavati-vyiha authored by Vasubandhu Bodhisattva is herein excerpted
and the great practice is admired.
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